
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Worship Leads to Work”
Acts 13:1-3

Main Idea: God builds up His church to send out His church for the global work of the church.

WAYS that God builds up to send out His church:
God builds up His church by gifting the church with teachers and proclaimers of God’s 
Word (1).

God gifted the early church with teachers and prophets. During this transitionary period 
in the church — before the New Testament was completed — God still used prophets to speak 
His Word to His people. In addition to speaking the Word of God, teaching the Word of God was 
equally important. Teachers brought understanding and application of the Word of God into the 
lives of God’s people. From the very beginning of the Christian church, the proclamation and the 
teaching of the Word of God was central to the task of preparing the people of God for the work 
of God. Today, while we have the completed Word of God in Scripture, those who proclaim and 
teach the Word of God are still gifts from God to the church, and these tasks are still central to 
building up the people of God for the work of God.
1. Why is there no longer the need for the gift of prophecy as seen in the Old Testament and in 

the early church? Why was there a need for prophets during this time in the Christian church? 
Provide one reason that connects with the Old Testament as well as one reason that connects 
with the New Testament.

2. How has the preaching and teaching of God’s Word impacted your life? How is it still 
impacting your faith and growth in Jesus? Share your testimony.

God builds up His church by bringing diversity into unity around the mission of the 
church (1).

In the church in Antioch, God not only provided teachers and prophets, but He also 
brought together within this group of teachers and prophets a diverse group of men, both Jew 
and Gentile, including those who were friends as well as those who were foes of God’s people 
before Jesus Christ. The church in Antioch was an incredible picture of the unfolding victory of 
the God through the Gospel in this world, bringing diversity into unity through Jesus Christ and 
uniting a diverse group of people around the common mission and work of Jesus Christ. Today, 
God’s work of building up His church hasn’t changed. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is meant to 
bring diversity into unity around the mission of the church!
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1. In looking at the diversity in this group of leaders in the church of Antioch, do we see this kind 
of diversity within most local churches today? Why, or why not?

2. How does it glorify God for diverse ethnic, linguistic, cultural, etc. groups to be unified together 
in their relationship to Jesus and in their commitment to the mission of Jesus?

3. In our faith family, how can we be more intentional about reaching the diverse population 
around us in our local context? How can we be more intentional about partnering with 
brothers and sisters in Christ who are ethnically, linguistically, and culturally different from us?

God builds up His church by calling on individuals who are serving and seeking Him (2).
The church in Antioch was worshiping the Lord, and they were fasting, expressing their 

dependence on the Lord. It was in the midst of giving themselves to serving God and seeking 
God that the Holy Spirit clearly called the church to set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work of 
the Gospel. It was God who called Barnabas and Saul, but it was the church that God used to 
reveal and to affirm His call in their lives. God’s call came to these individuals through the 
church when they were all pouring themselves into serving and seeking Him. Today, God still 
works in this same way, calling individuals to serve Him and using the church to reveal and 
affirm His call. God still works through the worship of His people to call His people to His work!
1. In considering this picture of worship and fasting in the church in Antioch, how does this look 

in our worship today? How does it look in your worship? Share, and discuss.
2. Have you ever fasted? If so, how, and why? If not, why not? What’s the purpose of fasting?
3. God clearly called Barnabas and Saul to the work of Gospel missions. What is God’s call in 

your life right now? If you’re not sure, how do to find out?

God builds up His church by sending out the church to build His church in all nations (3).
The church continued to fast and to pray, and then they prayed over Barnabas and Saul 

before sending them out to do the work that God called them to do. Amazingly and sacrificially, 
the church sent Barnabas and Saul, who were probably two of their most valuable leaders and 
members! What a beautiful picture of the heart of the church in Antioch, displaying their 
commitment to God’s mission over their desire to feed themselves and to protect the best of 
what they had in their congregation. The church understood that God’s mission was global and 
that there was much work to do. The church heard the call of God to go to the nations, and they 
willingly sent those God had called to go. Today, there is still much work to do! In fact, there are 
billions more who haven’t heard the Gospel than at the time of Barnabas and Saul, and God is 
still calling. Are we worshiping, fasting, and hearing? Are you?
1. In your small group, are you willing to sacrifice and to give of the people in your group to 

advance the Gospel? If you could reach more people for Jesus by releasing your best teacher 
to start a new group here or to go the mission field, would you willingly do it?

2. What’s more important to us, protecting the best of who and what we have in our faith family, 
or sending out the best of who and what we have to build God’s church in all nations?

3. Spend time praying in your small group. Pray over fasting for God’s call in your lives. Pray for 
worship and fasting that will lead to God’s call and to sending from our church!
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